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Rocky Mountain High

by G. Scott Thomas Jun 30 2010

Boulder, Colorado, leads in our quality of life survey for midsize U.S. cities. And it’s not the
only mountain area to make the cut.

ETop 10 Midsize U.S.
Metro Areas

VIEW SLIDESHOW

The top 10 cities with a
population of up to 750,000,
according to our
Portfolio.com/bizjournals data.

See All Video & Multimedia

Quality of Life, Mid-Size
Markets: A Methodology

Quality of Life, Midsize Markets:

A Methodology Read More

That's the Life

Step aside ew York,icihicgo,
and Los Angeles. When it comes
to living the good life, Raleigh has
it all: from high-tech jobs to good
education and economic stability.
Read More

Boulder's a hub for high-tech industries and
the home of the University of Colorado, two
characteristics that have attracted a young,
highly educated workforce.
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A companion study now provides the answer, proclaiming Boulder, Colorado, to be the quality-of-life leader

among metropolitan areas with populations between 250,000 and 750,000.

Portfolio.com and bizjournals compared 109 medium-size markets in 20 statistical categories. The partners
used the same formula as in their earlier study, giving the highest scores to areas with healthy economies,

moderate costs of living, light traffic, impressive housing stocks, and high-powered educational systems.

Boulder, which is 25 miles northwest of Denver, has a metropolitan population of 300,000. It's a hub for high-
tech industries and the home of the University of Colorado, two characteristics that have attracted a young,

highly educated workforce.

Boulder earned high scores across the board in the quality-of-life study, placing among the 10 best markets

in 13 of the 20 categories.

These are among its strengths:

Fifty-six percent of Boulder’s adults have bachelor’s degrees, easily the strongest concentration in

any midsize metro. Just eight other markets are above 35 percent.

Slightly more than half of Boulder’s workers hold management or professional jobs, the sector that

pays the highest salaries. The only other market above 50 percent is Ann Arbor, Michigan.

There is a generous inventory of large homes in Boulder. Eighteen percent of its houses have at least

nine rooms, a figure that only a pair of Utah metros, Provo and Ogden, can top.

Boulder is seventh out of 109 markets in two key financial categories. Its median household income
of $65,960 is the seventh-highest in the study group, and its poverty rate of 5.8 percent is the

seventh-lowest.

Portfolio.com and bizjournals based their quality-of-life rankings on data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s

2006-2008 American Community Survey, which was released late last year. (See the details on the

methodology.)

The rest of the top 10 among medium-size markets included four other cites in the western mountain states
of Colorado (Fort Collins and Colorado Springs) and Utah (Provo and Ogden). Michigan had two cities in the
list (Holland and Ann Arbor). And Wisconsin, lowa, and New Hampshire each was represented with one

market a piece (Madison, Des Moines, and Manchester, respectively).

(For a slideshow that goes into depth about the top 10, click here. And click here to download a PDF

of the entire list of 109 markets.)

The Sunbelt dominates the opposite end of the quality-of-life scale, with medium-size markets from Alabama,

California, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas holding the nine lowest positions.

Last place belongs to Visalia, California, a metro with 422,000 residents. It's located roughly midway between

Los Angeles and San Francisco.

Visalia has the lowest percentage of management and professional workers in the study, 23.9 percent, which
is less than half of Boulder's 50.1 percent. Visalia is also dead last in the share of adults with college

degrees, 12.7 percent.

G. Scott Thomas is projects editor for Buffalo Business First.
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the study is absolutely accurate.
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Pretty sure Visalia is only 130,000 people. This study is obviously not very reliable. Guessing that the mean Fresno, California.
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Metropolitan AREA, not City of! You have shown the lack of education contributing to ranking!
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Boulder’s population is 94K. Visalia’s population is 125K in population. Article does use 'Midsize US City' and 'Metropolitan Area' interchangeably. That being said, it is
reasonable to question the merits of this entire study, as well as the funding sources. | would hope a modestly educated individual would not believe everything they read. Or,
are surveys like just like religion and horoscopes, if you like them and they fit your agenda, you accept them as true?

Add New Comment DISQ

Reactions

u hellyduncan 3 days ago

« From Twitter via BackType

Boulder tops another list -... http://fb.me/C7juGn17

VBWise 3 days ago

&8

Top 10 Mid-sized Markets for the Good Life.. http://bit.ly/aOQ3fT

Boulder Colorado Leads In Quality Of Life Survey For Mid Sized US Cities - http://bit.ly/dz9IEF

brettvanderkamp 4 days ago

http://www.portfolio.com/business-news/us-uncovered/2010/06/30/boulder-colorado-leads-i... 7/6/2010



Boulder Colorado Leads In Quality Of Life Survey For Mid Sized Us Cities - Business N...

[biz\Vatch™messligso.

FE.@SH}%QQ"""W’ Magazine named #HollandMI #6 in its quality of life survey for midsize U.S. cities: http://fb.me/x45UuGWT

Google Inc. ) FOLLOW THIS!

Be Hathaway Inc. £ FOLLOW THIS!
tomkalinski 5 days auo

Gol Sachs Group Inc. ) FOLLOW THIS!

Bank Of America Corp. ) FOLLOW THIS!

= From Twitter "via BackTypc

biz\¥atahds RaEY gEIRAF WRYsun

h ac 8 aersmamen  °M|- owning these top 10 lists lately. http://budurl.com/s3gm
o customize your business news

Feedback powered by web@Itra

~ From Twitter via BackType

Boulder, CO leads in the quality of life survey for mid-sized US cities: http://is.gd/dagPT

Boulder, Colorado, leads in Portfolio.com quality of life survey for mid-sized U.S. cities. http://ht.ly/25nli (via @downtownboulder)

H jscejka 5 days ago

~ From Twitter via BackType

RT @downtownboulder: RT @JenFlyColorado: Boulder, Colorado, leads in Portfolio.com quality of life survey for mid-sized U.S. cities. http://ht.ly/25nli

tkuhne 5 days ago

Boulder leads quality of life survey - Rocky Mountain High: http://bit.ly/92S3Ek

downtownboulder 5 days ago

RT @JenFlyColorado: Boulder, Colorado, leads in Portfolio.com quality of life survey for mid-sized U.S. cities. http://ht.ly/25nli

Show more reactions

Trackback URL |ht1p://disqus.com/forums/portfoliocom/bouIder_

blog by DISQUS

Page 4 of 5

http://www.portfolio.com/business-news/us-uncovered/2010/06/30/boulder-colorado-leads-i...

7/6/2010



Boulder Colorado Leads In Quality Of Life Survey For Mid Sized Us Cities - Business N... Page 5 of 5

Local Business Intelligence
at Your Fingertips

-Generate Sales
Faster

-Power Business
Research

-Build Stronger Customer

Relationships
interactive
Q BOOK OF LISTS

a bizpeumat peoduct

BEST OF PORTFOLIO.COM

A8 ‘% jmed  Brand Logic
r\‘ Fedix &'  What defines your business? A sharp brand certainly helps.

7

W“

« U.S.Uncovered
. Exclusive reports on how the nation works, lives and plays.

The New Risk
An indepth look at how the financial crisis has changed risk taking.

Entrepreneurs in Action
Will these entrepreneurs make it big internationally?

SPOTLIGHT ON

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Perot's Principles

Before the Tea Party and its angry supporters, the nation
had H. Ross Perot. Now, as he turns 80, three entrepreneurs
look back fondly at the advice and counsel the Texas
billionaire provided them. Read More

Local Business Intelligence
at Your Fingertips

-Generate Sales
Faster

-Power Business
Research

-Build Stronger Customer
Relationships

interactive
g// BOOK OF LISTS

a bizeumat poduct

Portfoliotoday

Sign up for the latest business news, opinion
and analysis from Portfolio.com and get the
best the site has to offer each week day

EmailAddress | |

Get the Portfolio Today newsletter |

http://www.portfolio.com/business-news/us-uncovered/2010/06/30/boulder-colorado-leads-i...

7/6/2010



